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ethical content. From a greater or less impermanence
of all relations, one, that of mother and son, began to
acquire stability. Enter the Matriarchal Period.

The Matriarchate. The feelings and habits of
woman had taken many centuries to dawn as a
social force. They were essentially feelings and
habits of forethought and protection. Secretly, lest
her wild sons and impulsive companions should be
rendered tog indolent or too extravagant, she had
experimented on the growth of seeds. The wife
offering to the husband in the hour of need her secret
hoard, is very old in the relatiqjis of man and
woman ! It had even occurred to woman to snare the
small game, and preserve it alive, as a permanent
source of food. The domestication of plants and
animals ai*ose, and became an absorbing occupation.
Fire was discovered and later, tamed. Life grew
more secure. But work multiplied. There were not
hands enough for all that could be done, in that
great humanising age. Therefore woman still shone
$s the mother, and the commands to " be fruitful and
multiply, and to replenish the earth " were regarded
as one and the same thing. Famine occurred, but it
tended to be less a personal chance, and more arid
more a communal misfortune, arising when the hot
winds swept in from the desert, and the scratched
soil refused: to bear; when a murrain broke otit
amongst beasts; or when an insect blight fell on